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Goal:   To establish Pratt as a leading model for an integrated, comprehensive bike policy and  
  program within the constraints of an urban campus 

Problem: Insufficient bike infrastructure, information and education at Pratt Institute 

Solution:                                                                                Campus Area Biking  
Kamdyn Moore 
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Project Name:   Campus Area Biking  

 

Email:     kamdyn.moore@gmail.com  

 

Contact Number:   718.438.3178 (h).  646.303.5300 (c)  

Department:    Graduate Center for Planning and the Environment (GCPE),  

    Urban Environmental Systems Management  

 

Estimated Project Completion:  To be unveiled during Pratt’ s Green Week, April, 2010.   

    The final presentation will be held May 7, 2010  

 

Primary Client:    Edmund Rutkowski, Chief Financial Officer 

    Edmund Coletti, Executive Director of Planning, Design, Construction and  
      Facilities Management 

    Richard Scherr, Director of Facilities, Planning, and Design 

    William Schmitz, Director of Institute Safety and Security 

 

Beneficiary Client:   Cycling Community of Pratt Institute 

    Office of Student Activities  

    Student  Campus Organizations 

 

Advisors:     Deb Johnson, Academic Director of Sustainability  

    Tony Gelber, Director of Administrative Sustainability  

    Eva Hanhardt, Coordinator of Urban Environmental Systems Management 

    Chris Jensen, Assistant Professor, Department of Math and Science 
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INTRODUCTION     

 
On June 6th, 2007 Pratt Institute solidified its commitment to sustainability when New York City’ s Mayor, Michael 
Bloomberg, chose the campus as the venue to announce that Pratt, along with eight other area universities, 
pledged to reduce their carbon emissions by 30% by 2017.   With its long-term goal of carbon neutrality, the 
Institute must look for ways it can further engage with the City’ s PlaNYC 2030 initiatives and become an 
example of effective sustainable programming and policy on an urban university campus. 
 
Alternative transportation has been one of the City’ s leading initiatives, highlighting bike transit as one of the 
most “environmentally-friendly and space-efficient” ways of traveling around the five boroughs.  The Mayor’ s 
PlaNYC acknowledges and supports opportunities for improving education on the benefits of biycling, safety 
issues, increasing necessary bike infrastructure and improving observation of traffic and bicycling laws.  As the 
City, and the world as a whole, looks to change its concept of transportation, Campus Area Biking 
(CAB) aims to establish Pratt as a leader in the race to change the concept of alternative transportation on a 
local level.    
 
Located in the heart of both Brooklyn and Manhattan, Pratt is a campus rich with a diverse cycling community. 
Students and staff alike turn to pedaling power as their primary form of transportation. This has led to an 
increased demand for a campus-wide bike infrastructure that caters to the needs of this growing community.   
According to Pratt’ s Office of Data and Research, Pratt is comprised of approximately 6255 students, faculty, 
administrators and staff members and, in a 2008 study administered by the Facilities Office Project Architect, 
Ian Baldwin, there are only 326 legal bike parking spaces available for use on the Brooklyn campus, with limited 
legal bike parking at Pratt Manhattan. This lack of secure space has led cyclists to illegally lock their bikes to 
other fixtures such as lampposts, handrails, and gates.  This has become problematic for both campus 
Facilities and Security and is an annoyance for students. 
 
In a 2008 survey conducted by faculty member Chris Jensen, of the Math and Science Department, 66% of the 
students polled felt the need for more bike racks in either existing or new locations on campus.  The campus 
shortage of sufficient bike parking illuminates the overwhelming necessity to strengthen Pratt’  s existing 
bicycle infrastructure and establish safe, secure and effective means of encouraging bike use on and off the 
campus.   
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PROPOSAL        

 
Campus Area Biking is a student-generated initiative designed to establish a process and a platform on which 
student groups and campus Facilities can build and develop a model bike program that functions within the 
constraints of an urban campus.   
 
Kamdyn Moore, a graduate student within the Urban Environmental Systems Management program, proposes 
to establish Campus Area Biking by conducting research and analysis for the development of an integrated and 
comprehensive bike policy and program within Pratt Institute.   Acting on the results of her findings, Ms. Moore 
looks to identify opportunities for creating an optimal cycling community that will include physical 
infrastructure, community engagement, and education opportunities in and around Pratt.   
 
Though many formal and informal surveys have been conducted, there is a lack of comprehensive and 
accessible information for planning a feasible and realistic restructuring of Pratt’ s current bicycle systems. 
Often, students wish to develop class projects, write papers or conduct research focused on Pratt’ s cycling 
community, yet frequently they are unable to access consistent data.  In many conversations about bike transit, 
Pratt students frequently generate exciting ideas for new projects, designs and planning opportunities but lack 
the platform on which to share them.  By establishing a mechanism for students to engage in information and 
project sharing, CAB will harness the wealth of untapped creative energy and empower students to participate 
in bettering their campus community.  
 
CAB will model community based planning processes to not only asses the needs of Pratt's cycling population, 
but will work to engage the Institute's leadership in building a collaborative and sustainable bike-friendly 
infrastructure on campus.   Using stakeholder analysis, mapping studies, site surveys, and community 
outreach, CAB will utilize web-based systems to build an online platform that will bring stakeholders together 
and create an extensive bike program.  Campus Area Biking will harness the City’ s bike transit efforts and 
develop optimal infrastructure and solutions  that will better serve students’  needs while simultaneously 
working with the administration to insure biking to-and-from Pratt is safe and less problematic for campus 
Facilities and Security. 
 
GOALS and EXPECTED OUTCOMES     

 
Through collaborative efforts, CAB will: 
 Create and implement a survey tool to better inform annual need and characteristics of need as they 

relate to campus biking 
 Conduct mapping and site analysis of existing conditions to discover optimal solutions 
 Implement an online platform for publishing, promoting and identifying recommendations for building 

better biking systems on campus 
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 Establish relationships with the neighboring community and utilize the City’ s biking resources such as 
local bike shops, Transportation Alternatives, Times Up New York, and the Department of 
Transportation 

 Allow students to access data and CAB resources to better inform and influence potential class projects 
and/or course research  

 Work with student groups to develop creative programs that will highlight and promote Pratt’ s vibrate 
bike community 

 Develop ways to integrate Campus Area Biking initiatives into the City’ s current and future sustainable 
transit programming 

Deliverables  
 Analysis of mobility, leading to integrated campus biking policy and program 
 Design, populate and integrate online resources and website with existing Pratt web-based systems 
 Integrate new and existing mapping systems into the collected database 
 Installation of new bike infrastructure bearing in mind demand and optimal locations— Active 

involvement and approval by campus Facilities and Security offices will be necessary 
 Identify ongoing support systems 

 

POTENTIAL OUTCOME    

 

To optimize Pratt Institute as a leader in alternative transportation, Campus Area Biking must not only provide 
for additional bike parking, but it must provide for opportunities to highlight Pratt’ s commitment to the 
sustainability, to bike transit and to the larger community.  The platform that CAB creates will lead the way for 
opportunities to interface with the outside community in a variety of ways.  With the support of campus 
administration, CAB has the potential to: 

 Establish Pratt sponsored cycling events such as community rides, Do-It-Yourself repair education 
programs, and Bike Licensing programs  

 Initiate an "Abandoned Bike Policy" that assures abandoned bikes will be repurposed 

 Empower members of the community to establish programs in skill sharing and bicycle recycling  

 Empower members of the community to create unique gathering environments for future cycling 
projects and programs  

 

ACADEMIC OUTCOME    
 

CAB’ s collaborative programs are designed to allow students to explore the countless facets of sustainable 
transportation and design by engaging fully in the planning process.  Students will have the opportunity to use 
CAB as an interactive resource for research projects, design studies and planning projects.  As the creator and 
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facilitator of Campus Area Biking, Kamdyn will leverage this work into her Capstone/Thesis requirements within 
the Urban Environmental Systems Management program.  Establishing CAB will allow Ms. Moore the opportunity 
to refine her skills as an Environmental and Transportation Planner, the focus of her graduate studies.  She will 
conclude her project with a presentation to faculty, students and staff. 
 
Campus Area Biking will: 
 Act as an example of how students can complete their applied research projects 
 Identify literature, websites, information resources and other pedagogical research for the library 
 Further the Living Lab program 
 Provide data and information on alternative transportations issues appropriate for Planning, Industrial 

Design, and Environmental Studies and other students and faculty 
 Provide a template for integrating academic work into a design school, in particular within an Urban 

campus 
 Bring opportunity for course development as it relates to transportation and pedestrian planning 

 

 


