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Campus Area Biking

Design Jam Objectives

1. Provide a brief overview of Campus Area Biking, what has been done to date, and the lessons learned

2. To understand what the opportunities and constraints are so that we are able to explore potential 
solutions for addressing bikes on the Pratt campus. 

3. To gather creative and collaborative input and integrate the needs of all stakeholder groups to help 
inform the recommendations I will be making to Senior Staff.

4. Establish clear lines of communication for better, more effective collaboration
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Promote safe and responsible cycling both on and off campus

Why Campus Area Biking?

Pratt Institute as a leading example of a sustainability on an urban campus 

Lack of comprehensive and accessible information

Advance the Living Lab and FIPSE Grant projects

Bike transit is one of the most environmentally-friendly and space efficient ways of traveling in NYC

Pratt’ s 2007 commitment to reducing its carbon emissions by 30% by 2017

Policies, programs and projects cannot be created without adequate information.  Such information is necessary for 
planning any feasible or realistic restructuring of Pratt’ s current bicycle systems

By establishing a mechanism for students and staff to engage in formation and project sharing, CAB will harness the 
wealth of untapped creative energy and empower all constituents to participate in bettering their campus community

Vision: To establish Pratt as a leading model for an integrated, comprehensive bike policy 
and program within the constraints of an urban campus
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CAB models community based planning processes to asses the needs of Pratt's cycling population 
while engaging the Institute's leadership in building a collaborative and sustainable bike-friendly 
infrastructure on campus. 

Using the analytical and collaborative findings, the goal is to:

• Identify, establish, and implement the physical infrastructure necessary

• Identify, establish, and implement the resource & academic infrastructure necessary

• Create an online information sharing platform

• Identify and utilized the administrative & organizational support systems available

Project Overview

Potential outcome

With the support of all constituents, CAB has the potential to:

• Establish Pratt sponsored cycling events such as community rides, Do-It-Yourself repair education programs, safety 
handbook, and Bike Licensing programs 

• Empower members of the community to establish programs in skill sharing and bicycle recycling 

• Empower members of the community to create unique gathering environments for future cycling projects and 
programs 
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What Has Been Accomplished to Date

Currently under construction 
No racks available        

2008 Survey conducted by Facilities

Capacity at time of survey: 326

Temporary ?

New Rack Installations         
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Bike Usage Survey 

Created the Bike Usage 
Survey with the help of 
Susan Ebbs, Vladimir Briller 
(reviewed) and faculty 
advisors 

Ultimately used Student 
Voice, the Office of Student 
Affairs survey system.

Surveys emailed - 6982 

Responses - 729 

Response rate - 9.6% 
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Bike Usage Survey –key findings 

Of those who currently ride a bike to Pratt:
Student Staff Faculty

The Brooklyn campus only 47% 30% 51%
The Manhattan campus only 2% .93% 4%
Both Campuses 44% 66% 44%

66.25 % of non-cycling respondents have considered or would consider commuting to campus by bike

Interesting Fact:  There is nearly a 50/50 split of people who have/haven’ t left their bike on campus overnight
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Bike Usage Survey- key findings 

The two primary gates used 
by cyclists are the Thrift 
gates and the Willoughby 
gates.

Though the Hall street gate 
was used 17% of the time, 
it is used “always” by 
cyclists only 9.8% of the 
time. 

In contrast, the Thrift gate 
and Willoughby gates are 
“always” used by cyclists 
approx. 20% of the time 
and the Ryerson gate, 12%
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Bike Usage Survey –key findings 

Regardless of the season, a 
majority of cycling commuters 

continued to travel to campus by 
bike.
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56% of cyclists park their bike on the racks provided on campus

When not locked to a rack, the primary reason for not locking the bike to a rack was, 
disproportionately, due to their being no room at a storage rack.

Bike Usage Survey –key findings
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Bike Usage Survey- lessons learned

Due to a system glitch, “non-cyclists” were unable to answer the questions that related specifically to pedestrian 
comfort, in the presence of bikes.  Therefore, the information gathered for these questions is unusable  due to 
cyclist biases.

Should a “pedestrian comfort” survey be conducted or, can we receive relevant input from today’ s conversation to 
address the concerns on non-cyclists?

Structure of the survey must be clearly illustrated to provide the most accurate and clear results
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Design Jam

The survey analysis, coupled with the information gathered tonight will help to provide the 
input, feedback and insight needed to establish Pratt as a leading model for an 
integrated, comprehensive bike program

Primary Stakeholders

• Facilities
• Security
• Office of Student Affairs
• Campus Student Organizations
• Cycling Pratt Community
• Non-cycling Pratt Community

GOALS

• To understand what the opportunities and 
constraints are so we are able to explore the potential 
solutions for addressing bikes on the Pratt campus

• To gather creative and collaborative input and 
integrate the needs of all stakeholder groups to help 
form the recommendation I will be making to Pratt’ s 
senior administration

• Establish clear lines of communication for better, 
more effective collaboration
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